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This year marked the 13th year of ODFW’s Adopt-A-Lek (AAL) volunteer program. The program 
provides an opportunity for citizen scientists from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho to count Greater 
Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) leks in remote portions of southern Malheur County and, 
new this year, two leks in Harney County. Data collected by the volunteers will contribute to ODFW’s 
annual population estimate for the species, which is essential to monitoring the health of the sage-
grouse population in Oregon.  
  
This year, 45 dedicated AAL volunteers braved rain, snow, and sunny weather, as well as muddy 
roads to count Greater Sage-Grouse displaying on leks. We welcomed 9 new AAL volunteers to the 
program hailing from Bend, Madras, Ontario, and Sherwood, Oregon, as well as from Vancouver, 
Washington. Though Kelly Hazen may have stepped down from her position as the AAL Volunteer 
Coordinator, her presence was still felt through the maps and information provided to volunteers. A 
big THANKS to Kelly for all her work over the past five years!   

The 2018 lek counting effort in Oregon continued to focus on key habitat areas know as Priority 
Areas for Conservation (PACs). These PACs contain high priority trend leks, which needed to be 
counted 3 times between March 15 and April 30, with 7-10 days spaced between each count 
morning. The AAL program volunteers were assigned to count a total of 9 trend leks this year. In 
addition, the volunteers were assigned 68 non-trend leks that needed to be counted at least once 
between March 15 and April 30. The majority of the non-trend leks were counted multiple times to 
capture a greater data set. New this year, were two lek complexes in Harney County that were added 
to the program.   

This year, 71 individual sage-grouse leks were counted during 171 count mornings resulting in a 
total of 962 grouse observed. Additional grouse were observed, but absent during the dawn lek 
count, either during mid-day lek checks or while observers were driving between sites. 
 
Even though weather and road conditions were at times extremely challenging, AAL volunteers 
persevered and documented new observation points, lek activity, and lek access. Many volunteers 
made special efforts to write detailed comments, observations, share photos, and make suggestions 
to improve the AAL program.  

AAL count data add significantly to the statewide Sage-Grouse population database used by state 
biologists and federal land managers to manage this sagebrush-obligate species. Since 2006, the 
accuracy of data gathered by the Southeast Oregon AAL volunteers has been strongly correlated 



with the data obtained from Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife's staff. Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife will continue this volunteer program in 2019 as funding becomes available.  

A huge THANK YOU to all the AAL volunteers that contributed to this program and who share a deep 
commitment to the conservation and preservation of this unique grouse species. 

2018 Volunteer Statistics 

 45 volunteers counted, checked, and surveyed leks 

 71 individual leks were counted (compared to 76 in 2017, 63 in 2016, 46 in 2015, 63 in 2014, 
and 81 in 2013) 

 18 individual leks were counted 3 times (compared to 17 in 2017, 16 in 2016, 12 in 2015, 0 in 
2014, and 0 in 2013) 

 171 count mornings were conducted (compared to 171 in 2017, 116 in 2016, 89 in 2015, 67 in 
2014, and 93 in 2013) 

 51% of the leks counted were active - had birds displaying during the count morning                       
(compared to 53% in 2017, 52% in 2016, 72% in 2015, 56% in 2014, and 49% in 2013) 

 35 leks were not active (no males displaying) on any count morning               

 36 leks were active (at least 1 male displaying) on a count morning                                        
(compared to 40 in 2017, 33 in 2016, 33 in 2015, 35 in 2014, and 40 in 2013) 

 962 total birds were counted (compared to 975 in 2017, 1052 in 2016, 871 in 2015, 453 in 2014, 
and 468 in 2013) 

 5 leks were checked but not counted  (great job especially considering the weather). 
(compared to 2 in 2017, 10 in 2016, 14 in 2015, 34 in 2014, and 35 in 2013) 

 58% of the active leks counted had 1-10 males                       
(compared to 55% in 2017, 42% in 2016, 48% in 2015, and 44% in 2014) 

 33% of the active leks counted had 11-20 males             
(compared to 18% in 2017, 21% in 2016, 18% in 2015, and 38% in 2014) 

 14% of the active leks counted had 21 or more males                      
(compared to 28% in 2017, 36% in 2016, 33% in 2015, and 15% in 2014) 

 The largest lek had 40 males 
 (compared to 54 in 2017, 60 in 2016, 41 in 2015, and 37 in 2014) 

 
Funding and support for the 2018 Volunteer Program was provided by  

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation, 
and Bureau of Land Management. 
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Thursday morning Photo by James Adair        Friday morning Photo by James Adair  
 

                              
Mid-day Lek Check Photo by Steven Clark      Starting them young Photo by Michael O’Casey 

 


