
 
PROJECT COMMITTEE  
In person and teleconference meeting 
June 22, 2017 
 

Attendees: By Phone: Staff 

Brad Bales Tim Norman      Tim Greseth 

Dave Cummings Pat Richardson    Pam Simser 

Marcia Hartman Bill Shake (Chair)   

Gordon King Garth Wyatt   

Holly Michael    

Project Committee meeting was called to order at 11:31.  

New Committee members 

Pat Richardson is a member of our Board and has joined the Project Committee. 

Garth Wyatt is a Project Committee candidate. He is currently a fish biologist for PGE, is a native 
Oregonian and would like to join the Project Committee.  Garth has past work experience with DEQ, 
ODFW and Confederated Tribes. The Committee unanimously voted to add Garth to the Project 
Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as corrected from the March 16, 2017 meeting.  
Motion carried. 

PROJECT FUNDS - $245,981.71 is unrestricted for grant making purposes.  The 2017 approved Project 
Committee budget was reviewed and discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS – 

 Sturgeon Lake Project update – The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) has replaced the Army 
Corp of Engineers as the project manager of the Sturgeon Lake project. They’ve committed $3 
million in funding to the project that combined with the match previously raised for the Corps 
program constitutes the entire budget for the project. BPA will be implementing the project in 
2018. They have appointed CREST (their non-profit partner) to manage and oversee the project 
on their behalf.  This is a very positive change. 

 Malheur Lake - It’s about 4 times as big as last year. More water in the lake will make finding the 
fish harder to do. Although the low water last year contributed to a major carp die-off, biologists 
expect the population to rebound dramatically over the next two years. Pacific Foods has 
invested in additional technology, including an electroshocking boat, to help track and remove 
carp from Malheur Lake. 
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Project 17-05 American Bullfrog Age and Growth 
This project will use histological methods to collect data on three of the most important parameters of 
bullfrog population dynamics: 1) growth rate, 2) age at reproductive maturity, and 3) potential longevity 
of Oregon bullfrogs. This data is needed to successfully manage bullfrogs for the conservation of native 
amphibian populations and freshwater wetland habitats statewide. Rombough Biological is requesting 
$9,500 to cover histology fees and some consumable supplies. 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Original research that will directly support bullfrog control and management 
 Addresses an invasive species to help conserve OCS species and wetland habitats 
 This would be an OWF sponsored project 

Motion was made and seconded to approve as requested. Motion carried. 

Project 17-12 2017 Applegate Oak Restoration  
ODFW requested $12,500 in funding to treat 100 acres of oak woodlands in the Applegate WMU using 
prescribed fire. Our grant was used to meet the 25% match requirement for Pittman Robertson funding 
leveraging $37,500 in additional federal monies. This project will benefit multiple Strategy species, 
address a key Conservation Strategy Issue (returning fire to the landscape) and help restore an Oregon 
Conservation Strategy habitat. Additional partners include OHA chapters in Josephine and Jackson 
counties, Native Plant Society, and the Audubon Society. Total project cost is $63,500 

 Meets our match requirements and funding guidelines 
 Includes a letter of support from Steve Niemela, Conservation Strategy Implementation Biologist 

Approved unanimously by email vote 4/12/17 

NEW BUSINESS -  

 Pacific Seafood Env. Enhancement Fund-  

 Project Committee Membership & Requirements - Committee would like to add to their charter 
that each member be required to attend 50% of meetings each year. 

Motion was made and seconded to add the requirement of 50% attendance by committee members. 
Motion carried. 
A discussion about the best meeting time/place will take place online. Tim will create a survey to help 
determine when and where the next and future meetings will take place. 

NEW PROJECT FUNDING APPLICATIONS 
Project 17-13 Mid Coast Cougar Survey 
The mid coast wildlife district is requesting $10,000 in funding assistance to conduct a research project 
in the Alsea WMU to estimate cougar densities, home range sizes, and diet. The research includes 
capturing 10 cougars and fitting them with GPS collars to determine home range parameters, and 
utilizing scat detection dogs in a 15 kilometer x 15 kilometer grid to collect samples for population 
estimation and diet analysis. Partners include the Lincoln County OHA chapter. Total project cost is 
$129,117. 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Meets our funding guidelines 
 Will aid in understanding the cougar population to better support wildlife management 

objectives 
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Motion was made and seconded to approve as requested. Motion carried. 

Project 17-14 Forest Carnivore Monitoring Project 
The High Desert Museum is requesting $5,000 for their Carnivore Monitoring project. This project is 
using remote cameras to collect data on the presence/absence and habitat preferences of several 
carnivore populations in the Deschutes National Forest with a special emphasis on the Sierra Nevada red 
fox. The purpose of this study is to increase our understanding of ecologically valuable species, provide 
data to support improved wildlife management, and educate the public about these species and the 
value of environmental research through a variety of programs and citizen science opportunities. Total 
project cost is $11,063. 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Meets our funding guidelines although the use of funds wasn’t specified 
 Includes a letter of support from Brock McCormick, Wildlife Biologist, Deschutes NF 
 Addresses OCS species 

Motion was made and seconded to approve as requested. Motion carried. 
The motion authorized funding of all hard costs (those other than personnel) and requested that HDM 
publicize OWF’s funding role in the project, promote in some tangible way the partnership with the 
Foundation, and helps us identify prospective Board members. The motion further directed our Executive 
Director to work with HDMs on how the requested recognition will be realized, as a condition of funding 
the soft costs associated with their request. 

Project 17-15 Into the Wallowa Summer Outings Program 
The Wallowa Land Trust is requesting $2,000 for their “Into the Wallowa” Summer Outings Program that 
strives to inspire people to learn about and connect with the natural world around them. This program is 
designed to provide unique opportunities for locals and visitors to get out on the land, connecting with 
the native plants, fish, and wildlife that define the Blue Mountains Ecoregion. Each trip is guided by a 
local expert. They use art, science, literature, history, and more to help participants better understand 
and appreciate nature and increase support for conservation. Total project cost is $8,000. 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Does not meet our funding guidelines 

Motion was made and seconded to decline funding this project. Opportunity to resubmit with more 
information. Motion carried. 

Project 17-16 East Cascades Oak Partnership 
The National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) is requesting $5,000 in funding support for the 
development and implementation of the newly formed East Cascades Oak Partnership on behalf of the 
many partners involved in this effort. The partnership was formed from a grassroots desire to 
coordinate oak conservation efforts in the east Cascades. As the partners begin to undertake strategic 
planning, it has become clear that additional capacity will be required to keep the process moving 
forward. OWF funds would be used to support existing coordination efforts and to leverage larger 
grants, particularly from OWEB. Total project is $134,500 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Does not meet our funding guidelines 
 Addresses a OCS habitat 
 Includes a letter of support from Robin Dobson, Ecologist, Columbia River Gorge Natn’l Scenic 

Area 
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Motion was made and seconded to decline as requested. Motion carried. 

Project 17-17 Wildfire Effects on Sage Grouse Ecology 
Oregon State University is requesting $9,500 to continue their study of the impact of wildfire on sage 
grouse. This project will target the high density sage-grouse populations within the perimeter of the 
Holloway fire. Since spring of 2013, more than 100 female sage-grouse have been captured and marked 
with solar powered global positioning satellite (GPS) transmitters. The data collected from these collars 
and those into 2019 will provide an understanding as to the lag-effects of wildlife on sage-grouse 
ecology. Total project cost is $243,648 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Meets our funding guidelines 
 Addresses an OCS species 

Motion was made and seconded to approve funding for equipment only. Motion carried. 

Project 17-18 Little Clatskanie River Large Wood Restoration 
ODFW is requesting $9,500 in funding for mobilization of equipment, log transport, and placement of 
large wood debris structures within two stream miles of the Little Clatskanie River. This project, in 
collaboration with ODFW and private landowners (in this case Weyerhaeuser), is the third in a series of 
projects designed to recover habitat for ESA-listed species. Total project cost is approximately $25,500. 

 Meets our match requirements 
 Meets our funding guidelines 
 Addresses multiple OCS species 
 Would be an OWF sponsored project 

Motion was made and seconded to approve as requested. Motion carried. 

Meeting concluded at 12:52 pm. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   

ALL MEETINGS ARE THURSDAY FROM 11:30-1:00 AT THE OREGON WILDLIFE FOUNDATION OFFICE.  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING THEIR OWN LUNCH.  

2017 MEETINGS: 

 9/14/2017 

 12/7/2017 


